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One-day conference for primary and secondary English teachers
and for all who want to learn

» WHEN and WHERE?
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The admission fee of only EUR 10, - includes: :
e Conference pack with a course book :
April 62017 Bratislava e 2xRefreshment !
Hotel Tatra, Ndmestie 1. mdja 5, 811 06 Bratislava e Certificate of Attendance !
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e Chance to win in a raffle

Advance payment is requested. PLEASE NOTE that the capacity is limited.
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More information at www.venturesbooks.sk
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08:30-09:25 REGISTRATION, WELCOME BUFFET

09:25-09:30 WELCOME (Simona Paulovskd, Slovak Ventures)

There’s more to it than red buses and five o’ clock tea...
Language and Culture Investigated (Rob Dean, Pearson)

Don’t Forget to Stretch!
(Sdrka Mikovd, Pearson)

Silné stranky (Ddsa Cernd)

09:30-10:30 | OPENING PLENARY

10:30 - 10:35

The Write Stuff — Developing the Writing Skill

10:35-11:
0:35 35 (Rob Dean, Pearson)
11:35-12:20 LUNCH BREAK
12:20-12:35 GUEST BLOCK

12:35-12:40 GUEST BLOCK

Foreign Language Publications (Matilda Bldhovd)

Easy and Effective Ways of Learning and Teaching

12:40 - 13:25 ; )
(Judita Tothovd, Pearson)

13:25-13:35

English grammar is not as difficult as it may seem

13:35-14:20 . . . [ .
(Gabriela Lojovd, Univerzita Komenského v Bratislave)

Perfekcionisticky ucitel a perfekcionisticky ziak

14:20 - 15:20 y , . .
(Beata Zitniakovd Gurgovd, Pedagogickad fakulta UMB)

15:20 —15:25 RAFFLE

Contact Person: Simona Paulovska, +420 720 029 078, info@venturesbooks.com


http://www.venturesbooks.sk/

PRESENTATION ABSTRACTS

There’s more to it than red buses and five o’ clock tea...
Language and Culture Investigated
(Rob Dean, Pearson)

Some say that it is not possible to fully appreciate a language without
understanding the culture that gave rise to it. To what extent is this true? Is it
relevant to focus on culture when the majority of English used in the world is
between speakers of other languages? What are the problems with cultural
stereotyping? These questions and more will be considered in this light hearted
and hopefully entertaining look at some of the links between language and
regional identity.

The Write Stuff — Developing the Writing Skill
(Rob Dean, Pearson, Teens)

Writing is often seen as the poor relation of the four skills — the one that’s left for
homework because it’s not really considered a valuable thing to do in class. This
session will look at some arguments in favour of using class time to develop the
writing skill, and will show that far from being a boring, solitary activity, writing in
class can be interactive, communicative, and even enjoyable. We will look at
some approaches and activities that can be applied to develop various aspects of
the writing skill.

Don’t Forget to Stretch!
(Sdrka Mikovd, Pearson, YL)

Stretching is a very beneficial and healthy routine not only before and after your
physical training but it may be also very beneficial and energy-saving routine for
English teachers once you get used to in your classes. But don’t worry — you can
stay sitting on your chairs as we will be talking about how to ,stretch”, in other
words extend and modify the exercises in the English course books with primary
pupils. I am going to give you ideas how you can use other teaching aids and
methods to extend the basic structure of individual course book activities so that
you will get extra options for faster and brainier pupils or extra practice for those
who need it. And finally you will be able to try these out personally!

Easy and Effective Ways of Learning and Teaching
(Judita Tothovad, Pearson)

Do you have problems how to attract and motivate today’s youth? Try to change
everyday teaching methods for more modern and efficient ones. Our workshop
offers you solutions how to integrate technology into the educational process and
how to motivate students to be engaged more in their own learning. The seminar
is intended for elementary and secondary school teachers who are interested in
effective methods of teaching which can save their time of preparation for the
lessons and provide immediate feedback on the educational process.

English grammar is not as difficult as it may seem
(Gabriela Lojovd, Univerzita Komenského v Bratislave)

The empirical evidence shows that Slovak learners find English grammar more
difficult than it really is. They know a lot of grammar rules but the ability to use
them is often much inferior, which tends to create barriers in communication, to
lower their self-confidence and hinder them from spontaneous speaking. Why is
it so and what can be done to prevent these phenomena? The presentation
tackles some possible linguistic, pedagogical and teachers” personal reasons for
this situation. Some recommendations for more effective teaching and learning
will be discussed.

Perfekcionisticky ucitel' a perfekcionisticky ziak
(Beata Zitniakovd Gurgovd, Pedagogickd fakulta UMB)

M3 tuzba po dokonalosti svoje miesto aj v Skole? Oc¢akdavame dokonaly vykon len
od seba, alebo aj od svojich Ziakov, alebo okolia? Ako sa prejavuje
perfekcionizmus a aké st jeho dosledky pre nasu pracu a osobné vztahy? Aké su
priciny tuzby po dokonalosti? Odpovede na tieto otazky budd sucastou
interaktivnej prednasky, kde si Gcastnici budd moct zistit Uroveri svojich
perfekcionistickych dvah a tiez sa dozvedia praktické informacie, ako
perfekcionizmus zvladat u seba, ale aj u Ziakov.



SPEAKERS

Rob Dean

Rob has been involved in ELT as a teacher, director of
studies and teacher trainer since 1994. During this
time, he has taught a wide variety of ages and levels in
numerous countries in Europe and South East Asia, and
is currently based in Poland. Rob now works as an
independent international teacher trainer and
academic consultant, and travels widely delivering

talks, workshops and seminars — as well as online webinars - to teachers all over
the world.

Mgr. Sarka Mikova

Sarka is a former English teacher with almost 20 years’
teaching experience to students of various levels — from
preschoolers to adults. She acquired her Master’s
degree in English teaching at Charles University, Prague
and after several years of teaching at primary school she
spent most of her professional career as a freelance
teacher working for a language school and teaching her
own individual and corporate students. Thanks to the
variety of courses she has taught and organised she became interested in
didactics and methodology of ELT and currently exploits her experience as a
methodological consultant. Besides her long practical teaching experience she
was also involved in production of teaching materials for video classes.
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PaedDr. Judita Téthova

Judita studied at the Faculty of Education in Nitra English
language and Geography. During her nearly 30 years of
practice, she worked as a teacher in primary, secondary and
language schools and as a lecturer of corporate language
courses as well. She also collaborated with the National
Institute for Education on English language teacher training
courses. She works as an ELT consultant for Slovak Ventures.

Doc. PhDr. Gabriela Lojova, PhD.

Gabriela pracuje na Pedagogickej fakulte Univerzity
Komenského v Bratislave na Katedre anglického jazyka a
literatury. Vo svojej pedagogickej a vedecko-vyskumnej
¢innosti sa venuje psycholdgii ucenia sa a vyucovania
cudzich jazykov a aplikovanej psycholingvistike. Vyucuje
aj kurzy anglickej gramatiky. Ma dlhorocné skdsenosti s
pregradudlnym i celoZivotnym vzdelavanim ucitelov
angli¢tiny. V jej rozsiahlej predndskovej a publikacnej
¢innosti dominuju  prace zamerané na humanizaciu
vyucovania cudzich jazykov, reSpektovania osobnosti a
potrieb Studenta a hladanie moZnosti zefektiviiovania ucenia sa jazykov.

PhDr. Beata Zitniakova Gurgova, PhD.
Beata pracuje na Pedagogickej fakulte Univerzity Mateja
Bela v Banskej Bystrici na Katedre psycholégie. Vyucuje
socidlnu psycholégiu a vedie socidlno-psychologické
tréningy. Vo svojej vedecko-vyskumnej cinnosti sa
zameriava na problematiku vykonovej motivacie a
perfekcionizmu. V tychto oblastiach mda aj viaceré
i publika¢né vystupy. Okrem toho pésobi ako lektorka vo
: ‘».“a‘»\\ vzdeldvani dospelych v kurzoch zameranych na rozvijanie
socialnych zru€nosti u ucitelov a tiez vo firemnych Skoleniach.



