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MAKE YOURSELF COMFORTABLE…

… AND ENJOY TODAY´S WEBINAR!



GUESS MORE …



 VOCABULARY
• ELICITATION (Principle 1)
• PUTTING WORDS TO ACTION (Principle 2)                

 GRAMMAR
• BOOMERANG-TYPE LESSON (Principle 3)
• USING VIDEO FOR TEACHING GRAMMAR (Principle 4)

 PREPARATION 
• TEACHING OFF-THE-PAGE (Principle 5)
• TAKE ADVANTAGE OF TECHNOLOGIES (Principle 6)



VOCABULARY

„Without grammar very little can be conveyed, without vocabulary nothing can be conveyed.“
Linguist David Wilkins



Words in human memory are not stored randomly or in the form of a list but in a highly organised
and interconnected fashion.

WHAT IS MENTAL LEXICON?





Like in a house – things for washing are in the bathroom, things for cooking are in the kitchen,
things for gardening are in the shed.





Which of these questions can be easier and quicker answered:

EXPERIMENT

A) Name a fruit that begins with „p“. B) Name a word that begins with „p“ that is a fruit. 



1) See how well students use the language forms in question before deciding whether we need to  introduce 
those forms as new.

ELICITATION – Principle 1



2) Building on existing knowledge = building a house on a solid concrete foundation

ELICITATION



3) Students do the teacher´s job  - may be assigned as pair/group work

ELICITATION



ELICITATION

3) Compensating for mixed abilities – not just single correct answer



4) Elicited lists  - EASIER PERSONALISATION - the students´ own asset with which they start the lesson/topic

ELICITATION



ELICITATION
5) You can set time limit – reduce time, easier to access, you may reward students, make them work faster  

List as many parts of the body as you can in 60 seconds. 



LONG-TERM RETENTION OF VOCABULARY 

Simply repeating newly learned words is no guarantee that they will move from the short-term memory 
into permanent memory

Integrating new words into learner´s mental lexicon requires making a lot of „deep“ 
decisions about  the word. In other words – vocabulary needs to be „put to work“.



PUTTING WORDS TO WORK – Principle 2

MAKING DEEP DECISIONS ABOUT THEM



DECISION-MAKING TASKS

IDENTIFYING

SORTING 

RANKING AND SEQUENCING

SELECTING

MATCHING



IDENTIFYING



SELECTING



MATCHING



GRAMMAR









engage→ activate →study (so-called inductive approach)

BOOMERANG-TYPE LESSON – Principle 3

language study arises out of skills work on reading or listening texts 



? A TYPICAL „QUEUE QUESTION“ ?



Why have they been waiting in the queue? 



make-up arist

GRAMMAR ANIMATIONS



Nno good



USING VIDEO FOR TEACHING GRAMMAR – Principle 4 

 Understanding grammar in authentic, digital and „distracting“ context

 Allows for more follow-up practice using scripts, subtitles, screenshots, …

 Gives teachers some „time-off“ in the lesson 



USING SCREENSHOTS



PREPARATION

MY PERSONAL TIPS in other words: „What pays off“

 If possible, choose the coursebook you like – VERY IMPORTANT!
 Familiarize yourself with the „language“ of the book (unit structure – both 

Student´s Book as well as Workbook, unit follow-up materials – vocabulary 
lists, grammar summaries, listening scripts, answer keys, …)

 Recycle! – photocopiable materials, audio scripts, even exercises
 Take advatage of technologies



TEACHING „OFF-THE-PAGE“ SYSTEM – Principle 5

 squeeze as much material onto one Teacher´s Book page as possible to avoid leafing





TAKE ADVANTAGE OF TECHNOLOGIES – Principle 6 

- digital online Workbook for students and the teacher



The environment correlates with the Workbook 



Teacher´s viewStudent´s view



Automatic scoring



Common error report



Control over student’s activity 



SUMMARY

Our wordstock is like a house – don´t forget to clean up regularly!
 Elicitation saves your time and energy!
 Let students „put words in action“!
 Remember the „boomerang lesson“
Get used to using video in your classes
 Choose a coursebook you like!
 And enjoy teaching!



The magic of learning English!

For more information on Maturita Focus coursebook go to: www.pearsonelt.com/focus

or contact: metodik@venturesbooks.com

http://www.pearsonelt.com/focus


THANK YOU FOR YOUR ATTENTION, HOPE YOU HAD A GOOD TIME!
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