
 
 

USE IT 
OR 

LOSE IT! 
 

Radka Malá 





  



Kiitos – Thanks 
Terve – Hello 

Oikeaan – Right 
Yksi – One 

Minä olen – I am 



http://www.growthengineering.co.uk 



Why is it SO difficult? 
1. no context 

2. passive learning 

3. students don’t think 
in the language 



Phrases + Fun 



Phrase-remembering 
activities 



5 – 10 min 

24 h 

2 days 

1 week 

1 month 

6 months 



• Multiple exposure in class 

• Quick revision at the end 

• Warm-up revision next lesson 





Sorting Activities 

categorising desert island fridge/dustbin/suitcase 



Sorting Activities 

odd one out 

A 

E 

D C 

B 



Matching Activities 

match halves 
of sentences 

put words into 
correct order 



Context Activities 

storytelling rotate the pen sentence star 

complain writing 

apply for 

advertisement 

in response 

interview 

interested 



Dictation 

cough 

mouthed 

jumbled 

running 

  

  
  



Memory Games 

memory challenge pairs begins with – ends with 



Short Games 

jeopardy tic tac toe 



1. sorting activities 

2. matching activities 

3. context activities 

4. dictation 

5. memory games 

6. short games 



Writing activities 



• motivation 

• challenge 

• follow-up 



THINK 

BIG 
start 

small 



Spontaneous Writing Activities 

instant writing writing storms 



Writing Storms 

The best thing to happen to me today 

Something funny that 
happened to me last week 

The worst thing to happen to me today 

What I really hate 



Picture/Video-Based Activities 

postcards from holiday 

Bali 

Norway 

London 

A 

F 

E 
D 

C B 



Picture/Video-Based Activities 

TV prompt 



Picture/Video-Based Activities 

the best job in the world 



Picture/Video-Based Activities 

the best job in the world 



Picture/Video-Based Activities 

the best job in the world 

  

  
  



Picture/Video-Based Activities 

the best job in the world 



Collaborative Writing Activities 

Freeze! fcb messages 



Kiitos – Thanks 
Terve – Hello 

Oikeaan – Right 
Yksi – One 

Minä olen – I am 



To sum up… 
1. create context 

2. multiple techniques 

3. owning the lesson 

4. active use 

5. HAVE FUN! 



metodik@venturesbooks.com 
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Harmer, Jeremy: Essential Teacher Knowledge 
 
www.teachingenglish.org.uk 

http://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/

