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RING

BUZZ



“Dear Taylor, How’s life? Life is pretty 
simple 10 years in your past.

Congratulations on graduating high 
school, if you didn’t, go back and 
keep trying, get that degree…”
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Problems, 
problems…

Basic Level:

Problems with:

Very basic grammar 
items (e.g. using correct 
dependent prepositions)

Typical collocations and 
set phrases

Words with multiple 
meanings 

Extended level:

Very weak knowledge of 
lexical and grammar 

structures 
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Some simple activities to 
improve basic lexical grammar
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Lexical Grammar
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• Draw a circle in the middle.

• Think of a word to put there (but 
don’t write it).

• Draw circles around the centre.

• Write words that collocate with the 
central one.

• See how quickly your partner can 
guess the word.
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SHOP

Corner

At 
Tesco

For 
food 

On-
line

FloorAssistant

Closed
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Bargain

Price

Hunter

Drive a 
hard

Basement

A 
good

Pick 
up a Store
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SALE

It was on 
____for 
$2

This is the 
___ price

That 
house is 
for ___

There’s a 
___ on at 
the moment

The ___ 
starts on 
Saturday

The end 
of 
season 
___

I bought it 
in the 
____
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• Select a piece of text. 

• Choose some words with collocations.

• Get students to copy a bingo card 
from the words on the board.

• Read the text and get students to 
write down the word that they hear 
before the word on their card.

• Get them to check in pairs, then in 
class



Copy down this Bingo card

______
Town

______
The shopping

_______
variety

______
There

_______
Me

________
An hour

______
Convenient

_______
Village

_______
Buses
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• Choose some collocations.

• Write them on the board one at a 
time.

• Assign a physical gesture for each 
one.

• Get students to say the word with the 
gesture.

• Get students to say the word when 
you gesture.
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bitterly 
disappointed

greatly
reduced

fully
occupied

completely 
confused

highly 
suspicious

painfully 
obvious
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• Select a piece of text. 

• Choose some words with collocations.

• Tell the students that they are going to 
hear you read a text, but some words 
will be unclear because you will cough.

• Every time you cough students write 
down what they think the missing word 
could be.

• Get them to check what words they 
have written with a partner, then in 
class
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Some simple activities to help students 
with transformations
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• Choose some transformation exercises.

• Write out a second sheet as a duplicate 
but this time with the transformations 
in the other sentence.

• Split the class into pairs and get the 
students to test each other.

• Students then exchange papers and 
repeat with a new partner.

• Students then have to complete both 
transformations from prompts.
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There is no one at home now.

There isn’t _____________ at home now.

This is my third visit to the USA this year.

I________________ the USA three times this year

I’m sorry I broke your laptop – I didn’t mean to.

I’m sorry I broke your laptop - _________ an accident

There isn’t anybody at home now.

There is_____________ at home now.

I have been to the USA three times this year

This is ____________ visit to the USA this year.

I’m sorry I broke your laptop – it was an accident.

I’m sorry I broke your laptop – I ___________ to.

There is __________ at home now.

There isn’t _____________ at home now.

This _____________ to the USA this year.

I________________ the USA three times this year

I’m sorry I broke your laptop – I _________to.

I’m sorry I broke your laptop - _________ an accident
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• Choose some reciprocal pairs and put 
them on the board.

• Get students to create pairs of 
sentences.

• Give prizes to the most creative.

• Students practice their pairs with each 
other, by reading the first sentence, 
giving the key word and testing 
whether their partner can.

• Get students to record the sentences on 
a program like anki.



Comparatives

Say/Tell

Lend/Borrow

Direct/Indirect  -yes/no 
questions

Active/Passive

Making Suggestions

i) John is taller than Mark.
ii) M  i s  t      J
iii)Mark _1_’t  _2_ _3_ _4_ John
iv)J   i n  a   s    a   M

anki
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Mary lent it to Tom/Tom borrowed it from Mary.

Can I borrow your car?/Can you lend me your car?

She sells it to them/They buy it from her

It costs too much/I can’t afford it
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Some simple activities to help 
students with translations
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• Explain to students that Venusian has 
exactly the same grammar as English, 
but different content words.

• Give students a couple of sentences in 
Venusian and get them to translate this 
into English.(Remember there is no 
correct answer for this)

• Next give students pairs of sentences 
and get them to translate so they mean 
the same.

• Get students to check in pairs and then 
in class.
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Speable is spinter than any 
other splurge in her 
flomble.

• Mary is cleaner than any other person in her family.
• Sally is worse than any other student in her class.
• Tracy is better than any other doctor in her field.
• Linda is faster than any other athlete in her team.

Speable is the spintest
splurge in her flomble.

Mary is the cleanest person in her family.
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Bimble nixed if Doofy
could yump him her toogle
for a few simbles

• Nigel asked if Anne could lend him her pencil for a few minutes.

• Nigel asked to borrow Anne’s pencil for a few minutes.

Bimble nixed to rimple
Doofy’s toogle for a few 
simbles.
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Some simple reading activities
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• Split the class into two or three teams.

• Explain to students that you will a few 
words from somewhere in the text.

• Students will scan the text for those 
words.

• They will then repeat those words and 
say the following word.

• The first student to do this correctly 
gets a point for their team.
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• Take a text that has clear paragraphs.

• Imagine that a target reader has read 
one of those paragraphs.

• Make a quote that corresponds with 
what the TR has read.

• Give the quotes to the students and see 
if they can find the part of the text the 
TR was referring to.

• Get the students to write their own 
quotes.
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1.It’s too small 
for every 
stallholder. 

3.Angelina Jolie 
shops there 
most weeks.

4.There’s no 
market more 
fashionable. 

2.I bought a 
lovely handbag 
from her last 
month.
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B. Although it’s 
not so central, 
this location is 
better.

C. That was a 
hat stall last 
week!

A. It won’t be 
here next year!

D. They are 
quite boring 
with no variety.

E. My grandmother 
used to buy 
wonderful apples 
there.
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• Take any text. Choose a sentence from 
the text and get students to write each 
word on a blank piece of paper.

• Put students in pairs, get them to take 
turns flipping the one piece of paper to 
the blank side and writing two words 
on it that would fit grammatically.

• The other student turns over a different 
slip of paper and writes another two 
words.

• Continue until you have a whole new 
sentence double the length of the 
original.



Take one put two

Innovations Serbia



Innovations Serbia

He got a

from

in

bargain

market

the sale

a stall

this 
great

My sister

square 
shop

shopping 
centre

that nice

picked 
up

old town

next to

quite 
near

that 
busy

new 
phone
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• Take any text. Choose some words from 
the text and write them on the board.

• Get students to scan the text and find 
which words from it can be substituted 
with the words on the board.

• Check answers in pairs and then in 
class.

• Alternatively split students into groups, 
give each group a different paragraph 
and get them to write the substitute 
words and test them on another group.
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Easier       Choice       
Just

From here     Peaceful 

Closest   In my opinion   

30 minutes

Alternative   Sufficient  

Stores         Things



GETTING READY TO READ
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Some simple ways to use technology



Teenage Students Today

Tackling Testing45

Digital 
Residents

Information 
Overload

Soft Skills 
Shortage

Edutainment



21st Century Skills 

The 3Cs and 4Ps46

Information
Media &

Technology
Skills
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eText

ActiveTeach

MP3CD

MyEnglishLab



Blockbusters

Using Technology to Help Students Revise

For Blockbusters go to

http://www.teachers-direct.co.uk/resources/quiz-busters/

Moving on up48

http://www.teachers-direct.co.uk/resources/quiz-busters/quiz-busters-game.aspx?game_id=103298
http://www.teachers-direct.co.uk/resources/quiz-busters/
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Wordsearch

Using Technology to Help Students Revise

For Word Searches

http://www.teachers-direct.co.uk/resources/wordsearches/
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http://www.teachers-direct.co.uk/resources/wordsearches/preview.aspx?puzzle-number=1323017
http://www.teachers-direct.co.uk/resources/wordsearches/preview.aspx?puzzle-number=1323017
http://www.teachers-direct.co.uk/resources/wordsearches/


Powtoons
Using Technology to Help Students Revise

Create animated videos 

http://www.powtoon.com/
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http://www.powtoon.com/
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Teach the students not the book



21st Century Skills 

54

The 4 Cs
Critical Thinking

Communication

Collaboration

Creativity

Glorious, Glamorous Grammar
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21st Century Context for Digital 
Residents

Caters to the 4 Cs

Perfect for Mixed Ability Classes

Teaching English through CLIL

Building Exam Skills

Catering for Multiple Intelligences


