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Conquer Your Colleagues: An office vocabulary game 

Preparation Time: 10 minutes 

 

Teaching Notes  

• Below is a page of popular business terms and slang along with their definitions and a 

page of blanks.  Cut the word/definition cards along the lines.  

• Print out 2 pages of the blanks into word cards for the students to fill out. 

• Have students form 3 teams. 

•  Give 4 different word cards to each team.   

•  Give 8 blank word cards to each team. 

• Tell each team to invent two other FALSE business definitions for the words they have 

been given and write these with the word on the blank cards.   

•  After the students have finished their work.  Have them read the business term and 

three definitions (one real definition, two invented definitions) to the opposing team.  

They should try to read each definition seriously to try to “conquer their colleagues!”  

• The opposing teams will have to guess which definition is the real definition.  

•  If an opposing team guesses the correct definition first, they score a point.   

• If they fail, the team who wrote the false definition scores a point.  

 

IMPORTANT:  Make sure the students write the false definitions on the blank word and 

definition card provided since students will know what the true definition is if opponents see 

students reading from the pre-printed paper. 
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hotelling  

 

MEANING: providing 

office space to employees 

on an as-needed or 

reservation basis rather 

than designated 

workstations for each 

employee 

chips and salsa  

 

MEANING: hardware and 

software   

chips = hardware 

 salsa = software 

fireproof  

 

MEANING: any employee 

who not in any danger of 

losing his/her job during 

downsizing 

fit the bill  

 

 

MEANING: when 

something or someone is 

exactly what is needed.   

  

bring something to 

the table  

 

MEANING: phrase used 

for someone who has 

something to offer in 

terms of ideas or solutions 

back to the drawing 

board  

 

MEANING: phrase for 

starting all over from the 

beginning or again.   

jack up  

 

 

MEANING: make a price 

higher 

throw money at 

something  

 

MEANING: try to solve a 

problem by spending 

money on it 

write off  

 

 

MEANING: to cancel a 

debt someone owes a 

business or individual 

belt-tightening  

 

MEANING:  reduction of 

expenses 

pull the plug 

 

MEANING: to 

stop/discontinue  project     

yes man  

 

MEANING:  

an employee who always 

agrees with or does 

whatever the boss says 
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