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Future plans and intentions

1
going to
	am/is/are + going to + verb

	Positive form
	Negative Form
	Question Form

	I’m, he’s, etc.

going to visit
	I’m not, he isn’t, etc.

going to visit
	Is he/Are you, etc.

going to visit?


We use going to to talk about present intentions about the future (near or more distant).


I’m going to leave in a few minutes.


(= I intend to leave in the near future)


He says he’s going to be a fireman when he’s older.


(= he intends now to be a fireman in the future

In general going to is used for future actions related to the present.

2
Present Continuous


a We use the Present Continuous to talk about things we have arranged for the future.


I’m seeing George tonight. (= I’ve arranged this)



Who is she visiting this weekend?


b Sometimes it doesn’t matter whether we use the Present Continuous or going to.



We’re seeing a play tomorrow.



We’re going to see a play tomorrow. 



We’re going shopping later.



We’re going to go shopping later.*



* Some people think it is bad English to repeat go like this.

c It is wrong to use Present Continuous for a general intention.



They are going to get married one day.


(= this is a general intention, but has not been arranged)



They are getting married.



(= the wedding is already arranged)

3
will

	Positive form
	Negative form
	Question form

	I/you/he, etc.

‘ll (=will) + verb

I’ll visit her.
	I/you/he, etc.

won’t (= will not) + verb
I won’t visit her.
	Will I/you/he, etc.

+ verb

Will I visit her?


We use will for talking about things that we think will happen without any particular intention or arrangement. We predict they will happen or think they are inevitable.


I can give him your note, I’ll see him later.


(= I don’t need to arrange this)

Look at all those dark clouds. It’ll definitely rain later.


(= this is inevitable/what I predict)

4
Other verbs and phrases


a Verbs


decide: He’s decided to move to Russia. 

hope: I’m hoping to go away in August.


intend: I intend to contact with them.


would like: He’d (= would) like to go to university.


plan: They’re planning to rob the bank.


         She’s planning on changing jobs.


think: I’m thinking about/of going out later if you want to come.   


want: I want to start my own business.


b Phrases

to be due (to do): for something that is arranged or expected.



The train is due to leave at seven o’clock.



They’re due at work in an hour.  



to be about to do: when something will happen very soon or immediately.



Sue is in first place and the finishing line is close. She’s about to win the race.

5
Modal verbs


Many present modal forms actually refer to future plans and intentions.



I can see Nigeria winning this match.



You must come later.
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