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Time words with the Present Perfect and Past Simple

1
Time words found with the Past Simple
a
dates and times: five minutes ago, four months ago, five years ago, etc.
b
questions with When …? Yesterday, last night, last week, etc.

c
words that sequence stories: then, before, after, after that, afterwards, later, next, etc.

2
Time words often found with the Present Perfect

a 
all day, all week, all my life, etc.
b
today, this morning, this afternoon, this month, etc.

c
already (= before now)

d
yet (= before now)

e
just, recently (= a little before now)

f
ever, never

g
for, How long …?

h
since (= from a time in the past until now)

i
once, twice, lots of times, etc.

With many of these words/phrases we can use the Past Simple if the context is in the past.

I finished the essay this morning. (= now it’s the evening; the morning is finished)
She was a graduate student for ten years. 
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