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Contrasting Past and Present

1
used to
	Positive form
	Negative form
	Question form

	I/He/She/It was working
	I/He/She/It wasn’t working
	Was I/he/she/it working?

	You/We/They were working
	You/We/They weren’t working
	Were you/we/they working?


a
Used to is for habits and states in the past.

She used to go dancing all the time before she broke her leg.


He used to have purple hair.


There is no equivalent form in the present.


I usually go to school on Mondays and Wednesdays.


not:


I use to go to school on Mondays and Wednesdays.

b
We can always use the Past Simple instead of used to.


She danced all the time before she broke her leg.


He had purple hair.


But we cannot use used to for actions that happened only once.

2
not … any longer / not … any more


These phrases mean that an action or state was true in the past, but is not true now.

He used to be a good student, but he doesn’t study any more.


She doesn’t eat meat any longer.

3
still


We use still when we want to emphasise that an action or state has not stopped, but 
continues up to the present.


I still remember the first time we met.


She still doesn’t like to eat fruit.

Still normally goes between the subject and the verb.
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