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Past Simple: regular and irregular verbs

1
Regular verbs

Normally we add -ed to the verb.


I/you/ he/she/it/we/you/they played, cooked, listen, watched, walked, printed.

More spelling rules:

	Verb
	Rule
	

	Ends in -e (arrive) 
	+ d
	I arrived in Spain.

	Ends in a consonant + vowel + consonant (shop)
	double the final consonant
	I shopped for a ring this morning.

	Ends in a consonant (hurry)
	Change y to ied
	I hurried home after school.


2
Irregular verbs


A lot of common verbs have an irregular past form.


go – went, have – had, meet – met, know – knew

We use the Past Simple to talk about: 

– a finished action in the past.

I went to the shops yesterday.

They watched television last night.

– a finished state in the past.

John loved school.

You were very angry.

– a repeated action in the past.

He always arrived at four o’clock.

He ran every day.

Often when we use the Past Simple we say the time of the action: in the morning, in 1981, at four o’clock, in January, on Wednesday.
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