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Question Words

1
One word questions
What’s your favourite food?




Spaghetti.
Where do you live?





London.
When do you go to the gym?




Every day.
How do you cook spaghetti?




With water.

Which subject do you prefer, maths or geography?


Geography.


Why do you prefer it?





It’s easier

a We use what if there are many possible answers.


What’s your favourite city?
b We use which if there are only a few possible answers?


Which do you prefer, blue, red or green?

2
Compound (two word) questions

a We can make compound questions with what and which.


What time does the plane arrive?


At 6.30 a.m.


What type/kind/sort of tea do you like?

Usually Indian.


What colour is your shirt?



Red.


Which one don’t you like?



I don’t like the blue one.

b We can make compound nouns with how?

How old are you?




I’m forty-nine.

How far is Cambridge from London?


About fifty miles.

How often do you eat out?



Once a week.


How many dogs do you have?


We’ve got four.


How long does it take to get to Sheffield?

Three hours.


How fast is your car?



Very fast. It’s a TVR!


How much milk is left?



Two pints.





Note: We use how many for countable nouns and how much for uncountable nouns.


How many trees are there?


Seven.


How much money have you got?

A lot!
3
Question words and verb forms


We can use different verb forms with question words.


How was the concert?



Not very good.

Which restaurant do you want to go to?

The Thai one is really good.

How many cars can you see?



Seven or eight.

How far do you walk each day? 


Over two miles.
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