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Making generalisations

1
Impersonal or ‘empty’ it

We often use it + adjective + infinitive to describe a general situation or experience.



It’s normal to continue education after sixteen.



It’s hard to understand people from the North of England.


In this construction, we talk about people using for.



It’s unusual for people to leave home young.



It’s difficult for foreigners to understand people from the North of England.  

2
tend to + verb


We use tend to + verb to describe general situations/tendencies.



English people tend to like queuing.



John tends to prefer pasta to rice.
3
most people, a lot of people, not many people, very few people



Most people don’t like eating vegetables.



A lot of people enjoy skiing in winter.



Not many people live in the countryside now.



Very few people vote nowadays.


Don’t forget that people is a plural noun. 


Most people are happier when it’s sunny. 
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