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can, can’t, have to, don’t have to

1 
can, can’t
	Positive form
	Negative form
	Question form

	I/you/he/she/it/we/you/they can cook.
	I/you/he/she/it/we/you/they can’t (= cannot) cook.
	Can I/you/he/she/it/we/

you/they cook?


Use can and can’t to talk about different kinds of possibility.

a ability
Alan can run fast but he can’t swim.


b permission 



Can I have a cup of tea, please?
     

You can’t visit me today. I don’t want to see anybody.
2
have to, don’t have to

	Positive form

	I/you/we/they

he/she/it
	have to

has to
	study.

	Negative form

	I/you/we/they

he/she/it
	don’t have to

doesn’t have to
	study.

	Question form

	Do

Does
	I/you/we/they

he/she/it
	have to study?

	Short answers

	Yes,

No,
	I/you/we/they
	don’t.

do.
	Yes,

No,
	he/she/it
	does.

don’t.


a We use have to when it is necessary or obligatory to do something.



You have to go to school until you are sixteen in the UK.

b We use don’t have to when it is not necessary to do something but you can if you want.



You don’t have to go to school after sixteen if you don’t want to.

c Have to is similar to must.


We must eat.



We have to eat.

Be careful as mustn’t (= must not) is not the same as don’t have to. 



You mustn’t go to the party (= it’s prohibited)



You don’t have to go to the party (= it’s not necessary, only if you want to)  

Note: When it is not alright or is prohibited to do something we use can’t.



You can’t smoke until you’re sixteen
You don’t have to smoke until you’re sixteen 
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