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Word Order in English

1
Basic Word Order
The basic word order for a statement in English is:

Tom


loves

Lois.

(subject)


(verb)

(object)

This is only varied in specific cases (for example question forms).

2
Indirect and Direct Objects

If we have two objects, the indirect object usually comes first.

He gave her the gift.

It is also possible to use to + a person at the end of the sentence.
He gave the gift to her.
3
Adverbs of Frequency

Adverbs of frequency usually come before the main verb and after auxiliaries, including modals.

She sometimes goes to work by train.
You must never make that mistake again!

Adverbs of frequency always go after the verb be.

He’s occasionally a bit grumpy.

4
Questions with Prepositions

It is normal in modern English to put prepositions at the end of questions, not at the beginning. 

Who was she talking to?

5
Indirect Questions

After phrases like I don’t know, we do not use a question form. 

I don’t know what he does for a living. (not what does he do)

She isn’t sure what my name is. (not what is my name)

After phrases like this we do not use a question form either.

Could you tell me …? Can I ask you …? I was wondering if …?
6
Word Order with Adjectives
When there is more than one adjective before the noun, notice the following rules:

a
adjectives which give an opinion (great, horrible, etc.)


a brilliant, young woman
a horrible, warm drink

b
ordinal numbers (first, second, third, etc.) usually come before cardinal numbers (one, two, etc.)


The last three people still standing will win a prize.

c
there are rarely more than two adjectives before a noun, but when this happens the order is:


1 opinion
2 colour
3 general description


a brilliant
red

satin scarf

7
The position of enough

Enough normally comes before a noun, but after an adjective/adverb.

Have we got enough money for the bus fare?

It isn’t cold enough for a hat!

8
The Position of a/an with very, really, quite, etc.

A/an comes before very, really, completely, extremely, etc., but after quite.

a really bad movie
an extremely loud band
quite a funny story













PAGE  
[image: image1.png][image: image2.jpg]




Page 2 of 22
r: Katie Jones.

