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Verbs which summarise what people say

There are a large number of verbs which summarise what people say, without reporting every word.
She begged her little sister to let go of her leg.
The constructions with these verbs vary and have to be learned separately. With some verbs several constructions are possible. Here are some of the most important ones:

1
Verb + that

deny
She denied that she had cheated on the test.

agree
We agreed that we would study for the exam together.

(Also: decide, conclude, threaten, complain, imply)
2
Verb + object + that

warn
Your teachers warned you that rocking on your chair was dangerous.

(Also: promise, persuade, assure)
3
Verb + gerund

suggest


My boss suggested meeting to discuss my performance.

deny


She denied looking at someone else’s paper.

4
Verb + preposition + gerund
insist

My mother insisted on coming with us to the theatre.

5
Verb + object + preposition + gerund
accuse
She accused me of cheating!

(Also: blame, congratulate)
6
Verb + infinitive

refuse
They refused to tell us how they got such a high score on the IELTS.

(Also: offer, promise, decide, agree, threaten)

7
Verb + object + infinitive

order
The police ordered him to stop his car.
warn
Her teachers warned her not to cram for exams.

(Also: persuade, urge)

REMEMBER:  Negative gerunds and infinitives can also be used. 
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