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Predictions

1
We use both going to and will to make predictions about the future. When the prediction is based on some evidence in the present, we usually use going to.

You’re not going to make it to class on time if you don’t hurry up!

2
When the prediction is based on our own beliefs and expectations, rather than present evidence, we use will.



A: Where is John?


B: Oh, I’m sure he’ll get here soon.

3
In many cases, however, there is no important difference in meaning and either form is possible.


Who do you think is going to/‘ll win the X-factor?

REMEMBER:

There are many other ways of making predictions using modal verbs, adverbs

and phrases such as like to, certain to, there’s a good chance that, I bet, etc.

British universities may (well) accept more applications from foreign students

in the future.

There’s a good chance that you will pass the exam tomorrow.
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