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Definite, indefinite and zero articles

1
Indefinite article

We use a or an:


a
with jobs.



I’m a policeman.


b
with a singular noun to mean ‘one’.



They have a cat.


c
with these particular phrases



a lot of/a long time

2
Definite article


We use the:


a
with times of day.



in the afternoon



(Note: the exception is at night)


b
with these particular phrases



in the town centre



on the right/left

3
Zero article


We do not use a, and or the: 


a
with towns and cities


I’m from Cambridge.


b
with most countries



I’m from France.


c
with ‘by’ + a mode of transport

by bike, taxi, car, train, bus


d
with  times + days



at four o’clock









on Sunday


e
with these particular phrases

go to work









go home









most people

Note: country exceptions to the zero article rule include: the USA, the UK, the Czech Republic 
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