[image: image2.png]Pearson ELT






Future Continuous and Future Perfect

1
Future continuous
	Positive form
	Negative form
	Question form

	I’ll (= will) + be + ing
	I won’t + be + -ing
	Will I be + -ing?

	I’ll be working.
	I won’t be working.
	Will you be working?


a
As with all continuous tenses, we use the Future Continuous to talk about an action in progress at a particular time.
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______________________l____________________l__________X__________l________


past

     now                                                                              future





I’ll be studying for my English exam at 7:30 this evening.
Compare:

She’s taking the IELTS exam at 8:00 tomorrow morning.


(= the exam will start at that time)
She’ll be taking the IELTS exam at 8:00 tomorrow morning.

(= the exam will be in progress at that time)

b
We also use the Future Continuous for something that will happen as a result of other arrangements or normal routine.

… and after dinner, the CEO will be flying back home. (= this is part of the arrangements)
I’ll be seeing Sarah tonight: she’s always in class. (= this is result of a normal routine)

REMEMBER:

The Future Continuous question form is often used with polite requests

because it expresses the idea ‘if you are doing it anyway, then I am not

causing you any trouble’.

Will you be driving home tonight? If so, can I get a ride?

2
Future perfect

	Positive form
	Negative form
	Question form

	I’ll (=will) + have + past participle
	I won’t + have + past participle
	Will I have + past

	I’ll have done it.
	I won’t have done it.
	Will you have done it?


a
We use the Future Perfect to talk about an action which will be completed before a point of time in the future.

______________________l____________________l______ ??____ _____ X___l________

past

    

      now                                                                 
point in the future
We’ll have had three children by the time we see you again.

Compare:

We’ll have finished eating dinner in a few hours. (= we will finish before then)

We’ll finish eating in a few hours. (= we will finish eating then)

b
There are many phrases commonly used with the Future Perfect with by and by the time.


by one o’clock/dinner time


by this time tomorrow/next week/next month/next year


by the end of the week/month/year/century


by the time we get home/I’m thirty/I retire/I go to bed



7:30 p.m.
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