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Future forms

General
Many forms are used to talk about the future in English. In many cases, number of different froms are possible, depending on how we see the event.

1
will/shall


The contracted form ‘ll is most common in speech. We use will/shall to talk about:


a predictions based on our feelings and expectations, rather than evidence in the present.



I think Turkey will be football world champions in 2010.


This use is common in academic writing. Adverbs of probability are often used here.



The political situation in France will almost certainly become more unstable if 


economic issues are not solved.

b things we see as ‘facts in the future’.



The concert will start at seven o’clock.


c decisions made at the moment of speaking.



It’s a bit chilly in here.
Oh! I’ll switch the heating on then. 


d willingness or refusal to do something.



I’ll help you with the washing up but I definitely won’t do any ironing for you.

Note: In the question form of the first person shall is commonly used to make offers and suggestions.



Shall I give you a hand with the cleaning?



Shall we go home now?

2
going to


We use going to to talk about:


a Our intentions for the future.



We’re going on holiday to Ethiopia this summer.

b a prediction based on some present evidence.


It looks like it’s going to rain later. Look at all the clouds in the sky.

3
‘Present’ modals


Present modals can have a future meaning.



Williams might/may/could win the election but it’s hard to know for sure.

4
Present Continuous


We use the Present Continuous to talk about definite arrangements for the future, where a 
specific future time is stated or understood.



Are you doing anything nice this Sunday? We’re hiring a car and going to the 


seaside if you want to come.

5
Present Simple


Use the Present Simple:

a to talk about timetabled future events, or events which are 100 per cent certain.



The match kicks off at three o’clock on Saturday.



Tomorrow’s Thursday.


b in subordinate clauses, following words like if, unless, in case, before, after, when, etc.



I’ll call you as soon as I arrive.



Maybe they can win; but only if the play well.


c in clauses following what/who/which and whatever/wherever, etc.



It’s not important who wins tomorrow, it’s only a game and it’s the taking part that 

counts. 

Note that in all these examples the context makes it clear that the future is intended.

6
Future Continuous


We use the Future Continuous:


a to talk about an action in progress at a specific time in the future.



This time next week, I’ll be sitting at my desk, working.



In five years time, this government will still be running the country.


b to talk about something which will happen as part of the normal course of events.



I’ll be seeing Yanick later if you want me to give him a message.


They’ll be passing on their way to school.


c to ask tentatively/politely about future plans.



Will you be making dinner later? I’m really hungry and have no time to cook.


Will you be needing anything else, madam? 

7
Future Perfect or ‘past in the future’


a Like other perfect forms the Future Perfect is used to talk about an action which will be 
completed before a point of time, in this case a point in the future.


Compare:
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I’ll finish my homework on Wednesday morning.
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(= I will finish at the time)





I’ll have finished my homework by Wednesday morning.



(= I will finish it before that time)






b The Future Perfect Continuous form can be used to talk about the duration of activities 
before a point of time in the future, often with for or since.



I’ll have been working at this company for three years next month.  

Note that the Future Perfect and especially the Future Perfect Continuous are not very common.

‘Future’ phrases

We often use phrases with a future meaning to talk about the future, rather than a future verb form.
1
about to / on the point of / on the verge of


We use about to to talk about something that is going to happen very soon.



I can’t talk now, I’m about to go out. I’ll call you later.


On the point of + ing  can be used with the same meaning.



Germany are on the point of winning the World Cup final. They just need to score 

one more penalty in this shootout.   

On the verge is used in a similar way.



Jack and Jill are on the verge of breaking up. They’ve been arguing a lot recently. 
2
is/are to


We use this form to talk about actions which are officially arranged. This is a common form 
in news reports.



The Beatles are to play a concert in Yeovil later this year.

3
(un)likely to 


This is very common for making predictions.



It is unlikely to be sunny this weekend.
4
due to


We use due to in more formal speech or writing to say something is planned to happen at a 
particular time.



The train is due to arrive at 5.39.

5
set to


We use set to when something is likely to happen. This form is common in news reports.



The Labour party is set to reveal its new manifesto.

6
bound to


You use this if you are sure something will happen:


Matthew is bound to complain. He always does.

Future in the past

A number of the forms above have a past form which describes the ‘future in the past’.

1
If we talk about plans or intentions in the past, we use the Past Continuous or was going to.



I was going to go to the party but I felt a bit sick.



He was hoping to go to university in Durham but didn’t get the right grades.


2
We often talk about things which were planned in the past but did not take place.



I was going to go on holiday to Turkey but I ran out of money so couldn’t in the end.


They were about to go out when the phone rang.



Whoops! I was supposed to meet Harry yesterday but I completely forgot.

3
We can use would or was to talk about an action which did take place, but was still in the 
future and not anticipated at the time.



Humphrey visited Geoffrey, who he would later cheat out of a lot of money.



Lee, who was to become of one of the greatest generals of the war, studied at…
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