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Infinitive Forms

	
	With to
	Without to

	Infinitive
	to do
	do

	Perfect Infinitive
	to have done
	have done

	Continuous Infinitive
	to be doing
	be doing

	Passive Infinitive
	to be done
	be done


1
Negative infinitives

Negative infinitives are formed with not + (to) do, etc.
You shouldn’t do that when mom is around!

2
Continuous infinitives

We use the continuous infinitive instead of the Present Continuous in infinitive constructions.

I think my speaking is getting better.  > My speaking seems to be getting better.

3
Perfect infinitives

We use the perfect infinitive when the infinitive clause refers to a time before the main clause. Compare:

She’d like to take an art class while she’s on holiday.

She’d like to have taken an art class while she was on holiday, but she ran out of money.

This construction is very common after phrases such as is said to have, is believed to have, is thought to have.

It is believed to have happened just past five o’clock in the morning.

4
Infinitives without to

Infinitives without to are used:

a
after modal verbs. She can’t wait for the grand finale tonight.

b
after I’d better and I’d rather.

We’d better get some groceries; we’re nearly out of food.       I’d rather walk another mile.

c
after make, let, and help

He’s the kind of person who always makes you smile.

My parents never used to let me stay out late.
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