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Present tense after if, when, before and other time words

1
The first conditional
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If they play well, they will win.


a Notice that we use a present tense in the if clause and a future form in the main clause. 
This form is often called the first conditional. Use this for something that might happen in the 
future dependent on something else.


b We can also use other future forms or a modal verb in the main clause.



If I win the lottery, we’re going to buy a house in Paris.



If the weather is good, I might go to the beach.


c We can change the position of the if clause and the main clause.



I’ll help you with your homework if I finish quickly.
2
when, as soon as, before, etc.


a We also use a present tense after when and as soon as to talk about things we are sure will 
happen in the future.



When I arrive, I’ll put the kettle on.


b when/as soon as



I’ll phone you as soon as I arrive. (= immediately)


I’ll phone you when we arrive. (= it is not as urgent)


c before/after


Can you do the washing up before you leave, please.



After I return from my holiday, I’ll look for a new house.
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