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Relative Clauses with and without commas

1
Defining Relative Clauses (Without Commas)
Sometimes the relative clause is necessary to tell us which thing/person we are talking about (to define it).  In this case, there are no commas:


Oh no! There’s the man who shouted at me this morning!


(We need the relative clause to tell the listener which man)


I’ve just finished watching the film my mother gave me for my birthday.


(We need the relative clause to tell the listener which film)

2
Non-defining Relative Clauses (With Commas)

Sometimes the relative clause is not necessary to define who/what we are talking about; it gives extra information. In this case, there are commas before, and if necessary, after the relative clause. Sometimes it comes at the end of the sentence.


New Year’s Day, which is the first day of the year, is always a public holiday in



England.


(The relative clause gives extra information; it isn’t essential)

REMEMBER:

In non-defining clauses:

1
You cannot use that


New Year’s Day, that is the first day of the year, is always a public holiday in England.

2
You cannot leave out the relative pronoun.


When I was a teenager, my mother gave me a beautiful necklace which I keep in my jewellery box.
3
Prepositions can go either at the beginning or the end of the clause.


Laura’s hobby was painting, on which she spent all her money.


(= more formal)


Laura’s hobby was painting, which she spent all her money on.


(= less formal)
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