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Past Perfect

	had + past participle

	Positive form
	Negative form
	Question form

	I/You/She, etc. ’d (= had) seen it
	I/You/She, etc. hadn’t (= had not) seen it
	Had I/you/she, etc. seen it?


The Past Perfect links one time in the past to another time further in the past (it is ‘the past of the past’).

When I arrived at station, the train had left.
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1
Similarities to the Present Perfect


If the Past Perfect is the ‘past of the past’…
…the Present Perfect is ‘the past of the present’:



2
Time words with the Past perfect


With the Past Perfect, we use many of the same time words that we often use with the Present 
Perfect.


He had lived in Istanbul for three months/since January.



When he arrived at the station, the train had just/recently/already left.



It was the first/second/third time I had been to Mali. 


In addition, we use the following words / phrases:


a by / by the time


By seven o’clock, everyone had left.



By the time I arrived, the play had started. 


b when / after / before/ as soon as


With these words we use the Past Perfect for the first action in each case.



When I got home, Kevin had already eaten his dinner.



We tidied up after/as soon as the party had ended.   


Note: If we use when with the Past Perfect, it means the first action was finished when the second action happened.


The match had already started when we arrived.

With two Past Simple verbs, the two actions happen more or less at the same time.


When we arrived the match started.

3
Cases where the past Perfect is optional


We do not usually use the Past Perfect when the sequence of events in the past is clear.



I switched off the engine and got out of  the car.


If we use when with two Past Simple verbs, the first action happened just before the second 
action.



When the clouds came, it started raining.
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