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Noun phrases

A noun can be preceded by: an article, a demonstrative, a possessive, a quantifier, a noun modifier (e.g. a university student), an adjective or adjectival phrase.

1
Articles


a The indefinite article (a/an) is used:


– for something that is new, or has not been mentioned before, in the conversation or text.



I ate an ice cream yesterday.


– to classify people or things.



Dion Dublin is a great footballer.


– to mean each/every in phrases



once a day/week/hour
Sixty miles an hour

b The definite article (the) is used:


– for something that is new, or has not been mentioned before, in the conversation or text.



Did you see the play you were talking about the other day. 


– for something/someone that is unique, or unique in that particular context.



I take the dog for a walk in the garden regularly.


– with superlative adjectives.



The best restaurant in town is on my street.


– when we refer to a place familiar to the listener. 



go to the cinema/the park/the doctor’s


– when further information is given later in the sentence.



The guy I was talking about earlier has just arrived.


– with rivers, oceans, mountain ranges and a few countries.



The River Cam, The Indian Ocean, The Alps, The United Kingdom

b No article (zero) is used:


– with uncountable and plural nouns to talk about things in general.



Coffee doesn’t taste good in plastic cups.


– to talk about institutions.



at home, in bed/hospital, at university/school

– with lakes, mountains and most countries.



Lake Michigan, Lake Titicaca, Mount Kilimanjaro

2
Demonstratives


a With time expressions, this refers to a period close to us in time in the future or past, and 
that refers to a more distant period, in the past or future.



What are you doing this evening? (= next)



I can’t go that weekend, as I’ll be away. 

b However, in writing, this can be used to refer back to an earlier part of the sentence.



John went to university in Sunderland: this was a formative experience in his life.

3
Possessive adjectives


a To emphasise the identity of the ‘possessor’, we use the possessive adjective + own.



He now has his own bike: before he had to share with his sister. 


b When the sex of a person is unknown or unimportant, we can use the plural possessive 
their, even though the verb is singular.



Everyone is entitled to their own opinion.
4
Quantifiers


a These quantifiers are used with singular nouns:


another, each, either/neither, every + day, student, etc.

b These quantifiers are usually used before plural or uncountable nouns: all (the), any, 
both, enough, more, most, no, plenty of, some, a lot of, several, thousands of


c Any can be used with a singular noun with positive sentences to suggest ‘it doesn’t 
matter which’.



I’m so hungry. Any food will do.


d Much/many are usually used in negatives/questions.


There isn’t much sugar left. Is there any in the top cupboard?


e A few or few can only be used with plural nouns. A few is for a positive idea, while few is 
negative.



There are a few people who want to meet you.



Very few people liked the concert. The band were not on form.

f Some quantifiers can be combined.



a little more/less tea


every few minutes
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