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Plans and Decisions in the Future

1
Going to

We use going to to express present intentions for the future. The action may be in the 
distant or the near future.


I’m going to take the IELTS exam next month.

2
Will


We use will to express a decision made at the moment of speaking. 


I’ll have a small cup of coffee, please.

3
Present Continuous


We use the Present Continuous to talk about an arrangement for the future. 

She’s going shopping later this afternoon.

REMEMBER:

1
The use of going to and Present Continuous is very similar. You can always use going to instead of the Present Continuous in the future meaning.


I’m going to go shopping tomorrow.


The use of the Present Continuous is more limited. You only use it to talk about definite arrangements.


I’m not going to get married until I’m 30. (= general intention)


They’re getting married. (= it’s arranged)

2
Notice that when the main verb with going to is go, it is commonly omitted.


We’re going to go to Paris for Christmas.
4
Present Simple

When an action in the future is part of a regular timetable, we use the Present Simple. 


Class starts at 9:00 a.m.
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